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RSI School of Ministry 

DOCTRINAL 

Course: BWC202 

 

BROKENNESS: THE WORK OF THE CROSS-Part 2 
 

Learning How To Live The Broken And Humble Lifestyle 

 

Main Scripture Reading: John 12:24-25 ESV  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  (25)  

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life 

  

Memory Verse: Matthew 21:44 ESV  And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

 

Lesson objective: The lesson of brokenness is not a quick lesson, making a quick decision, and 

then it being a done deal. It is a lifetime of daily choosing to be broken and poured out. There are 

many Scriptures to study for those who want to dig deeper into the broken lifestyle. According to 

Scriptures, we can know the requirements that our Lord Jesus Christ states for those who want to 

be His disciples? The broken lifestyle is a life of being a disciple. Being a disciple starts with a 

choice but ends with a great cost. This lesson covers having the mind of Christ, what that looks 

like, and how to rely on it in daily living. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION: 

 

Brokenness is not a one-time event. We cannot go around saying "Praise God I am broken."  We 

find that brokenness is a lifetime event that happens day by day, moment by moment of dying to 

self and being poured out before the Lord. Paul says, "I die daily." When we think that we "have 

arrived," we had better take another look at our hearts to ensure that we have not been deceived 

or puffed up in pride.  

 

To see how the deception of false brokenness can occur and produce self-righteousness we will 

look at the Lk.18:9-14 passage. In Lk.18:10 both the Pharisee and the publican went to the 

Temple to pray, which is a good Biblical religious activity. However, in Lk.18:11 the Pharisee 

prayed to himself. In other words, he was the center and object of his prayer. His first statement 

in his prayer was to compare himself as better than others.  

 
Luke 18:9-14 ESV  He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous, and treated others with contempt:  (10)  “Two men went up into 

the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  (11)  The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  (12)  I fast twice a week; 

I give tithes of all that I get.’  (13)  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 

even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’  (14)  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the 
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other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

 
The act of true heart of brokenness always compares the individual self with the standards of 

God’s Word. When compared to the Word we all will find ourselves lacking in both what we do 

and who we are. In Lk.18:12 the Pharisee reminds himself and God of his diligence in the act of 

religious fasting and tithing. This boasting of his activities reveals his heart of self-righteousness 

and his thinking that he was right in his own eyes.  

 

The commands of God commanded men to fast one time a year and that was during the ten days 

of the Feast of Trumpets. In the Book of Zechariah, we find that the religious leaders had 

increased the commands of God and had placed a requirement of four fasting times a year. This 

Pharisee in Lk.18 has increased the fasting time to 104 times a year. The Pharisee then reminded 

God of all that he gave.  

 

The law commands that we give a tenth of our income as a tithe to the Lord. The word “tithe” 

means exactly that, “a tenth.” Yet this Pharisee exceeded that and gave a tenth of all that he 

possessed. This was not required of the Bible tenth or tithe. A self-righteous Pharisee will always 

add more religious activity than needed that they can boast and appear to be broken instead of 

dealing with the real issue of the heart. 

 

In Lk.18:13-14 we see the other half of the story. The publican was a Jewish tax collector and 

was typically hated by both the Jews and the Roman gentiles. The Roman authorities told the tax 

collectors how much money was demanded from their region. The publican then set out to 

exceed that set amount for his own personal gain. The tax collector typically would double the 

amount that the Roman authorities required so they could gain riches from heavy taxes of their 

own brethren. Some of the best-known tax collectors in Scriptures, who have their own stories 

and testimonies, are Matthew and Zacchaeus. We can read the story of Zacchaeus in Lk.19:1-9 

of how the salvation of God came to his house.  

 

In Lk.18:13 we see that the humility of the publican kept him from approaching the center place 

of attention but kept him back. His head was bowed in a state of being a broken man, beating his 

chest in a state of deep repentance. The beating of the chest is an expression of grief and anguish 

in view of personal sins. Even today it is a sign of deep grief among most nations. His prayer 

was focused on the greatness of God and the sinfulness of man. He knew he was a sinner and 

that any religious activity he accomplished would not change that fact.  

 

Instead of reminding God of his religious piety he cried out for mercy. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

stated in Lk.18:14 that the publican left the Temple and went home justified. The word 

“justified” in this passage means to “render innocent.” God treated him or declared him as 

righteous. the publican left the Temple justified and the Pharisee left not justified. In all the 

religious activities of the Pharisee he still was not deemed, rendered, or declared righteous by 

God. One of the key problems was that the Pharisee loved his own life. 

 

The Father will not put more on us than we can bear. Since He knows where we are in our spirit 

and soul (flesh) walk, He also knows what to use to bring about an opportunity of brokenness in 
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our lives. Remember, you do not have to be broken by your own choice. God creates the 

opportunity for us to lay down our lives…but we can choose to live a life that is consumed by 

the love of self or things or we can choose a life of selflessness. We can even be deceived about 

this. We can think that we love God and in a state of brokenness, but in reality, be in love with 

the world and our own desires. That is why we throw ourselves on the rock to be broken, lest the 

rock crush us. Therefore, if we choose to reject the process of brokenness, the Father throws us 

on the Rock. Jesus says that He is a stumbling block to many. 

 

From the Lk.18:9-14 we learn that those who exalt themselves in their own eyes will be brought 

low by the Lord. Those who humble themselves in their own eyes and before the Lord will be 

exalted by the Lord. Therefore, brokenness is a lesson of the heart of being humbled before God 

and man. Let it be noted by this story from our Lord that fasting, prayer, and tithing did not 

produce a broken and humble heart in the Pharisee. These religious activities only gave him 

reference points in which to boast about. There might be the tendency of some to try to pray, 

fast, or give themselves to a position of piety, righteousness, humility, and brokenness. Although 

these are good Biblical disciplines of the faith they do not produce humility or brokenness. 

Humility and brokenness are results of a heart that realizes who and what we are outside of 

Christ. The only position of righteousness we currently possess is a result of Christ and Him 

crucified and not through any religious activity or discipline of faith.  

 

II. THE MIND OF CHRIST 

 

The Scriptures say in Phil.2:5 to let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus. What is 

this "mind of Christ " according to Scripture? (Phil.2:1-9; Phil.4:7-9). 

 

Philippians 2:1-9 ESV  So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from 

love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,  (2)  complete my joy 

by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 

 (3)  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves.  (4)  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others.  (5)  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus,  (6)  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped,  (7)  but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men.  (8)  And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  (9)  

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, 

 

Philippians 4:7-9 ESV  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  (8)  Finally, brothers, whatever is 

true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things.  (9)  What you have learned and received and heard 

and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
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In these verses we find that having the mind of Christ is to be intensely and completely engaged 

and interested in or given over to humbly and doing the will of the Father. Having the mind of 

Christ and living a broken poured out life isn’t a mindless act of following the course of religious 

or spiritual events. Having the mind of Christ and a life of brokenness is not a daily task to 

accomplish like washing dishes or mowing grass. The sacrificial life that our Lord lived was a 

decision and task assigned to Him from the beginning of time. He knew His life would be broken 

and poured out for us before the foundation of the earth.  

 

Too often in our business we can have the mind to finish something, so it’s done and over. We 

typically don’t want to start something that doesn’t have a projected finishing time. Christ’s 

understanding was in a completed work as the Father dwelt with Him, revealing His perfect plan.  

Christ, no doubt, had to reject all manner of things such as opinions of man and the 

circumstances He faced. He was totally given over to God’s intent. Our Lord was totally 

submitted to the Father’s supreme holiness and righteousness, to accomplish the tasks in the 

manner and in the attitude/mind which His Father wanted them performed.   

 

The fact that Jesus endured and triumphed the unrighteousness which we brought upon Him 

demonstrates how He was committed to the will of the Father. When was it over for our Lord? 

When He said on the cross “It is finished,” He knew that He had fulfilled the will of the Father. It 

was the ultimate state of brokenness called “vicarious suffering.” Vicarious Suffering is the act 

of allowing one self to go thru suffering for the sake of others. Our Lord paid a debt He did not 

owe, because we owed a debt we could not pay.  

 

Having said all of this, what is the fruit of a broken and poured out lifestyle? If the Father tells us 

how we should live and walk as a believer, there should be a measuring tool for us to know if we 

are truly walking it out or just faking it trying to be religious or pious. If we are walking in a state 

of brokenness, then no matter what might be going on around us, we will have the peace of God 

guarding our heart and mind. The mind of Christ places us in a position of thinking on the things 

which are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and commendable. The idea of the mind of Christ is 

to “begin with the end in mind.”  Having the mind of Christ causes me to do what I see the 

Father doing, say what I hear the Father saying, and think the way the Father thinks. This will 

produce Rev.4:11 in our lifestyle. 

 

Revelation 4:11 ESV  “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor 

and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” 

 
III. THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT 

 

Romans 8:26-27 ESV  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 

know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words.  (27)  And he who searches hearts knows what is the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God. 

 
Having the mind of Christ also involves having the mind of the Spirit. In word, deed and 

thoughts we can give over our mind to the Spirit. It is difficult at times to still the body and to 
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still the mind so that God the Holy Spirit can have His way in and through us. However, if we 

can realize the benefit and joy of having the mind of the Spirit we will seek it with everything 

within us.  

 

Romans 8:27 indicates that we can enjoy His mind in intercession. His purposes are always for 

our benefit and His glory. If our mind is inclined to remember that we are weak, we will be more 

prone not to trust it. We are weak in knowing and understanding our needs and the needs of 

others. We are weak in communicating of that which we do know. We are weak of knowing 

what is deep within our hearts, meaning we don’t always know our true emotions and motives 

about issues. The work of the Holy Spirit through a life that is broken and poured out helps us in 

all of our weaknesses. 

 

Remember the lame man at the temple gate in Acts 3:1-7. The lame man desired to have money 

for bread. He had lost sight of his real need, which was to walk. When one loses sight of their 

real need they can only focus on their temporary need. The lame man asked for and expected to 

get his temporary need met, which was food for the day. The Holy Spirit searching the heart 

makes perfect intercession before the throne of God for the perfect need. Having the mind of 

Christ causes us to pray “Effectively,” and we know from Jam.5:16 that the effective prayers of a 

righteous man avails a lot.  

 

Acts 3:1-7 ESV  Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, 

the ninth hour.  (2)  And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid 

daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those 

entering the temple.  (3)  Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked 

to receive alms.  (4)  And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look 

at us.”  (5)  And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from 

them.  (6)  But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. 

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”  (7)  And he took him by 

the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made 

strong. 

 

James 5:16 ESV  Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as 

it is working. 

 

IV. THE MIND THAT IS GIRDED UP 

 

1 Peter 1:13-16 ESV  Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-

minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ.  (14)  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 

former ignorance,  (15)  but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct,  (16)  since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

 
This “girded or prepared” mindfulness is not a haphazard thing. It is not natural nor something 

we expect to have when we awaken in the morning. It is accomplished by proactively seeking 

Him in meditation and His word. It is a hard word and I, for one, fail often because of the 
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stillness and trust of having a girded mind. If it was easy everyone would do it. Because having 

our mind girded up is not the natural thing to do, our Lord commands it of us in 1 Pet.1:13. We 

may presume just because we are believers that God will care for everything in our lives each 

day without any regard of spiritual disciplines on our side. We must always keep in mind that the 

Christian walk is a faith walk, a proactive walk, a mindful walk, and an active walk. Then the 

Father will pour His fullness in and through us. 

 

In this we will find the error of much of our prayer life. In many prayers, we seek to give counsel 

to the Lord about the situations and needs in which we see. We fail to grasp the truth of God’s 

Word that we see dimly and understand little. Yet we still seek to give God counsel about how 

He should answer our prayers and “fix” our situations. This is not having the mind that is “girded 

or prepared” by the Son or the Spirit. Our questions and our answers should not be the focus. The 

Apostle Peter tells us in 1 Pet.1:13 that our minds should be fully set upon God’s grace in Christ 

Jesus. 

  

Romans 11:33-36 ESV  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  (34)  “For who 

has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”  (35)  “Or who has 

given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  (36)  For from him and through him and 

to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:9-13 ESV  But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

 (10)  these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God.  (11)  For who knows a person's thoughts except 

the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of 

God except the Spirit of God.  (12)  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by 

God.  (13)  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 

Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14-16 ESV  The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 

of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 

are spiritually discerned.  (15)  The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to 

be judged by no one.  (16)  “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 

instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

 

We see in the Rom.11:33-36 passages the impossibility of the task of telling God His mind. 

Indeed, who can give Him counsel or tell Him His mind? However, we have the promise in these 

verses that it is not for us to be telling him. We do have the mind of Christ, if we are humble and 

broken to His will. It’s not that we have the same intellect or understanding, but that we can 

enjoy the same intent or goal in our life’s work for Him, which ultimately is to please the Father 

and give Him glory. It has never been the intent of the Father for believers to stumble around 

wondering what the Father is up to. 
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V. PLANTED WITH OUR LORD 

 

Before we are to be in the likeness of our Lord's resurrection we must first be planted together 

with Him in the likeness of His death.  

 

Romans 6:3-7 ESV  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death?  (4)  We were buried therefore with him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  (5)  For if we have been united with him 

in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  (6)  

We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 

brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  (7)  For one who 

has died has been set free from sin. 

 

We can be closely united with Him, in obedience to God’s will, by laying down every personal 

wish and goal for His inspection, reproof or commendation. Remember the memory verse of 

Jn.12:24-25 at the beginning of this study. We said that unless a seed falls to the ground and dies, 

it lives unto itself alone.  But, if it dies it bears much fruit. 

 

John 12:24-25 ESV  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  (25)  Whoever loves 

his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life 

 

As we choose to die daily to all our plans, wishes, desires, and emotions, He will raise us up as 

overcomers of these things and the fruit we bear will be greater than anything we could ever do 

on our own. Of course, the passage as a whole deals with our death to sin as it is pointed out in 

the ‘Law’ and the resurrection of a person to God’s purposes. We are no longer in bondage to the 

weight of the Law, but free to be in total obedience to His purposes. 

  

In Christ our old man “Adam” (Adamic nature), has been put to death. So, it is not the old man 

that defeats us because he has been defeated. It is the habits, mindsets, and selfishness that keeps 

us defeated. Being planted “in Him” is what Paul meant when he says, “I die daily.”  Therefore, 

we have been buried, and if buried then resurrected to newness of life. Praise God and Amen! 

 

Galatians 2:20-21 ESV  I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 

but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  (21)  I do not nullify the grace of God, 

for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose. 

 

VI. PRODUCING FRUIT & GAINING LIFE AS A BELIEVER 

 

If we are to produce "fruit" as a believer, what must we do according to the Scriptures?  

 

John 12:24-25 ESV  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  (25)  Whoever loves 

his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
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We must die to our will, our goals, and our purposes. There is an old adage when we are trying 

to get someone’s attention, “Hey, is anyone home?” An adage we use when someone is a little 

inattentive would be “the lights are on, but no one’s home.” What has this to do with dying to 

self? When we die to self, we are no longer home. This world is not our home, we are only 

passing through. If we as believers do not live the crucified life, then we become so worldly 

minded we are no heavenly good. We should be so heavenly minded, so focused on the kingdom 

of God, so selfless to our needs that those of the world would knock on our forehead and ask, 

“Hey, is anyone home?”  

 

When “everyday life” is happening all around us and chaos is everywhere, our lives seem to just 

disappear in Christ and His life. Even though Jn.12:24 promises “much fruit,” that is not what 

will drive us. In fact, in the crucified life we don’t even think about the fruit aspect or give it a 

moment thought. It is all about Him, and the Father getting all the glory.  

 

John 12:28 ESV  Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 

 
The Father will not share any of the glory with anyone. Everything He gives us, any blessings we 

receive cannot be the end it itself. The end must always be giving the Father glory. The only way 

this can happen is for us to die to any results of God’s blessings or the results of our obedience. 

When we are dead to ourselves and major only on doing the purposes of God, we have to go into 

a “stealth mode” (so to speak). That means that while the Father is moving in and through us, we 

take the mode of being invisible, behind the scenes, and not taking any of the credit. 

 

The death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ typically is spoken about only in the 

context of our sins being forgiven and us having eternal life. But after the truth of His blood 

cleansing us of our sins and our sin nature, and the promise of eternal life, the work of the cross 

is the gift that keeps on giving. In Jn.12:24-25 our Lord is not only predicting and illustrating His 

death but is also revealing the ongoing results it has in our lives as we walk out the crucified 

lifestyle. 

 

Christ falls to the ground to die and He will produce much fruit, which is us. We fall to the 

ground and die to ourselves and we produce much fruit, which is the character of God. So, the 

idea of brokenness or dying to self, causes the character of the Father to increase, which is the 

words of John the Baptist, “I much decrease so that He will increase.” 

 

VII. HATING ONE’S LIFE 

 

If we are to keep our life, what must we do according to Jn.12:25? If we are to keep our life, then 

we must detest/hate our life in this world. This is not being morbid. It is not self-destruction or 

harm of the flesh/body. This is looking at our depraved status before a Holy God and choosing to 

serve Him only. In doing so it is realizing and acknowledging that this world will one day perish 

by fire according to God’s Word. We also acknowledge that this world is not our home, we are 

only passing through. We are children of the King and therefore have a home in heaven which is 

God’s Kingdom.   
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John 12:25 ESV  Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 

 

In Jn.12:25 the word “life” can even be extended to our very breath, (the apparent root of this 

Greek word for life). We cannot elevate our life but must count it for nothing except for what the 

Father calls it. I am not holy or righteous because of anything I have done or achieved. I am holy 

because the Father has declared it so through His Son. I am righteous because the Father has 

declared it so through His Son. I have my next breath because the Father has declared it so 

through His Son. This removes from me from the equation of having any rights as a Spirit-filled 

believer. I don’t even have the right to be right. I am realistic enough to know that this total 

abandonment of self is not a one-time event, but a daily and yes, many times a day, event. 

 

VIII. PROMISES FOR THE CRUCIFIED LIFESTYLE 

 

What commands and promises are given in Jn.12:26 to those who serve the Lord? 

 

John 12:26 ESV  If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will 

my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

Our Lord commands His servant/attendant to follow Him. One of the promises is that we will be 

where He is. Another way to see this is that if we follow Him closely, we will not depart from 

Him and will be with Him wherever He leads us to be. Following Him closely means that we 

would naturally give our direction in life. Again, we come back to dying to self.  

 

The idea or thought of the Father honoring me, is humbling and somewhat overwhelming. Yet 

we have the promise that God the Father, will give someone who attends diligently and follows 

the Lord Jesus Christ a certain amount of honor. This word “honor” is also the same as the word 

for “prize” or “value.”  We should desire to end up with a little value in God’s economy more 

than any amount of value in the world’s eyes. It is a whole new study to get into to discuss the 

fact that we can be honored by God. One which will come later. 

 

What are the promises, both positive and negative, given in 2 Tim.2:11-12? 

 

2 Timothy 2:11-12 ESV  The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we 

will also live with him;  (12)  if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, 

he also will deny us; 

 

The promises appear to be conditional, all ending with Him (“if we--Him/He“). 

 

A. Promise one: 

 

If we have died (past tense) or ‘be dead’ (present perfect) with Him, we will also live with Him. 

This death is in the past (having died to sin the day we were born again) and is a continuous 

thing that is constantly happening in our daily life. The promise is a continual thing as well as a 

future thing. We live with Him as our guide and companion. This means we have a certain 
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undeniable past, present and future with Jesus. It started when we accepted Christ as Lord and 

Savior.  

 

Sometimes we fail to understand the full message of salvation, causing us to live our Christian 

life wrongly and causing us to communicate the Christian experience wrongly. Somehow, we 

received the impression that Jesus just wants to come into our messy lives and live and we call 

that being “born again.” True salvation is not limited to us receiving Christ. It is an exchange of 

lives. I give Him my broken, sinful life and He gives me His perfect, Holy life. It is more than us 

just receiving Christ. It is an exchange of lives. That is why even though the Holy Spirit 

“quickens” (brings to life), my spirit man at the point of salvation, I also died at the point of 

salvation. I have been purchased by God. I don’t belong to me anymore. My old man ceased to 

exist and there is a new man existing “In Him.” 

 

B. Promise two: 

 

If we endure/remain continually faithful (enduring the suffering or dying to the world), we will 

also reign with Him. This is counter to all human reason and seems like an oxymoron. It seems 

contradictory that we can be enabled to be a ruler by remaining continually subject to the things 

of God. Isn’t it a world precept that we get ahead, get promotion, climb the ladder, by doing well 

and being successful in the eyes of the world. Our bosses, our superiors, our worldly coaches 

observe us for gradual and progressive improvement in status depending on sound judgment and 

scrupulous behavior, and they call this successful. We are taught at an early age to embrace 

brilliant performance and self-promotion if we desire to be rewarded. However, God has a better 

plan. The Father seeks obedience, not sacrifice. As a Christian we will find that death to personal 

will is required to succeed in righteousness. Our Lord says that we will be exalted if we abase 

ourselves. 

 

C. Promise three: 

 

If we deny Him, He also will deny us. (Bummer! Don’t even want to go there!)  This can be 

taken with Matthew 10:33 as a fear of what man will do to someone who stands for 

righteousness.  His denial is most severe, for he says that He will not leave us or forsake us. 

Therefore, us leaving God is a big deal as a mere human loved by a God who says that He will 

always be with us. 

 

Matthew 10:32-39 ESV  So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,  (33)  but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.  (34)  “Do not think that I 

have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

 (35)  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.  (36)  And a person's 

enemies will be those of his own household.  (37)  Whoever loves father or mother 

more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 

not worthy of me.  (38)  And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not 

worthy of me.  (39)  Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 

sake will find it. 
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He gives us the promise of staying beside us all the time so that we can stand for Him despite 

what man may do.  

 

Hebrews 13:5-6 ESV  Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 

you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (6)  So we can 

confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” 

 

If we deny Him, then we have grievously wounded his Holy Spirit and trashed (made a mockery 

of), the grace or power that He has given us to overcome the world. 

 

IX. BAPTISM WITH FIRE 

 

God, the Father, gave the promise of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and our Lord Jesus Christ is 

the Baptizer. But what else did the Father promise to baptize believers with? 

 

Matthew 3:11 ESV  “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming 

after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 

Mark 1:7-8 ESV  And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, 

the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  (8)  I have 

baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Luke 3:16 ESV  John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who 

is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 

John 1:33-34 ESV  I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  (34)  And I have seen and have borne witness that this is 

the Son of God.” 

 
What is promised with this "other baptism"? 

 

Matthew 3:12 ESV  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 

 

Luke 3:17 ESV  His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

He purposely has baptized us with fire. Fire will expose and purge. He will clean house. Jesus’ 

fan will purge his winnowing, gathering wheat and burn the chaff with unquenchable fire. There 

is a process at work here. First harvest, then winnowing (separating), then getting rid of the 

useless chaff. Afterward comes saving the wheat kernels and finally burning the chaff. 
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He does the work of cleansing us, saving the fruit and destroying the useless. This is a strange 

thing, in that He comes to all areas of our life blowing away the leftovers and sweeping up the 

good stuff. This wind is not a hurricane which moves everything. It's only strong enough to 

remove the chaff, and it doesn't take much to do that. He first fans the floor, blowing the chaff 

and removing it from the floor. Then he gathers the wheat. After He saves the 

redeemable/useable portion He torches what's left. The fire is selective, not like the natural fire 

which burns anything and everything. God's fire consumes the chaff.  The wheat however, 

symbolizing that which dies and is reborn, bears more fruit, and the chaff symbolizing that which 

cannot reproduce, that which is worldly, is blown away. This is not a one-time fire and it cannot 

be put out or be by-passed. This fire consumes ALL the chaff or worldly stuff. 

 

X. GOD WORKING THROUGH US 

 

How will the Lord work in the lives of those who submit to death, and what will He do through 

them?  

 

Malachi 3:1-3 ESV  “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 

me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger 

of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 

 (2)  But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap.  (3)  He will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 

 

The whole of Malachi seems to be a warning to those who are holding onto the best and finest 

and not submitting to the Lord what was required. The people brought “left-over” tithes and 

offerings to the Priests as their offerings to the Lord. They brought lame and sickly animals to 

the Priests as their offerings to the Lord. The Priests not only received these polluted and 

corrupted offerings, but they in turn offered them on the alter to the Lord. In the Lord’s eyes, 

these offerings were unacceptable. The Book of Malachi is a warning first to the nation as a 

whole, but also one to the leaders concerning their lack of commitment to what they brought to 

the Lord. 

 

I assume that the messenger of the covenant is the one who has been sanctified by the shedding 

of the blood, through death.  This messenger will be sent out from the Lord. The one main thing 

he will do is to prepare the way before the Lord. Like John and Elijah, he provides the Lord's 

message and prepares the hearts of the people for the Lord's arrival. 

 

Verses 2 and 3 are referring to the Lord, not the messenger. It is Him (the Lord), that we may not 

abide in the day of His coming. We cannot stand when He appears. He is the refiner's fire and the 

one who cleanses us white. He is the refiner and He shall purify. The Scriptures say that He is 

returning for a pure spotless body without wrinkle. Therefore, there must be a great work of 

cleansing and purifying before He returns, and He will finish the work at His return. In the end, 

He will purify the sons of Levi, those called to offer pure sacrifices. Judgment begins in the 
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house of the Lord. His purpose in purging is only what is right, so they may carry out the tasks 

that they were selected to perform. 

 

How does Mal.3:3 relate to, or is similar to, Rom.12:1-2? 

 

Romans 12:1-2 ESV  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.  (2)  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 

good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
We can see that Mal 3:3 precedes Rom 12:1-2. First the Lord refines and purifies. The purpose 

of his purification is for offerings of righteousness. After that preparation, it is up to us to do 

something with that purity. We can use it for our own purposes (in which case we end up going 

back to the difficulties in Malachi). Or we can present our pure lives back to Him as the very best 

possible sacrifice, acceptable and totally given over to Him for His purposes (that is dying to our 

own purposes.) 

 

Of course, after He has done the work, He expects us to keep up the good work that He has done. 

We don't let ourselves be molded into the image of the world but think in His ways by 

transforming our thoughts and mind. Thereby we demonstrate the power of God's will in our 

lives. 

 

As we said earlier the Father does not want sacrifice but obedience. It is a paradox.  Although we 

are not called to bring a sacrifice with our hands, we are called to bring the sacrifice of our 

bodies and the sacrifice of praise. One of the key words in Rom.12:1-2 is “acceptable.” The Lord 

is not under any obligation to accept anything we bring to Him as an offering. This is what we 

saw in Mal.3:1-3 when we have the background of the people and the Priests offering 

unacceptable sacrifices to the Lord. When we offer our lives as a living sacrifice, it must be 

acceptable. In other words, God is serious when He commands us to be holy as He is holy. 

 

Obedience is sacrificing all that I am and think that I am for His glory. As I walk in holiness with 

a broken life and broken spirit then God gets the glory. It is an automatic thing that will happen 

for Him to receive the glory. Humility produces the result of our Lord being lifted up. If we take 

any pride in brokenness, then we are not truly broken but only have a greater sense of morality.  

Brokenness does not end in releasing as sense of morality. Morality is being good in our own 

eyes and changes with each generation and each culture.  

 

True brokenness releases practical righteousness and holiness, because the live of the Holy Spirit 

with us is allowed to live His life and character through us. In brokenness the robe of 

righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ becomes a practical lifestyle of righteousness throughout 

the whole person…body, soul and spirit. In this we not only embrace the death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but we embrace the refiner’s fire to seek out and purge that which we do not see or know.  

It is the fire that causes the impurities to surface.  Being broken and poured out. It is a life “for 

Him”, “by Him”, “in Him”, and if I move or breathe it is because “of Him”.  
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